
Ethical considerations and 
smart questions in telemetry



Does the tagging process
affect the turtle?

Leatherbacks in Nova Scotia
Kemp’s ridleys in NC, USA  



Does the tag or tag package 
affect the turtle?

Leatherback harness drag



Recommendation: need to 
assess and be self-reflective



Sample size issues

Use more PTTs
Complement with other data



Tagging reflex? Do we need 
that kind of information?

Smart questions



Have a question and decent 
sample size – but think carefully

Timing, location, other 
factors important



Publish or be damned

See your project through
by publishing



Share your data for maximal 
benefit

STAT facilitates synergies
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