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User supported portal for sea turtle research, 
conservation and education

Organize the world’s sea turtle information and 
make it universally accessible and useful

2



Marine Turtle Newsletter

Image Library Directory

Satellite TrackingStranding Database

Observation Database

News

LinksGlossary

Maptool

Mail Lists Job Board

> 13,000 registered users

> 2.4 million hits per month
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Compelling Tools

• Save time

• Save money

• User-friendly

• Power tools

• Collaboration

• Education & Outreach

• Fund raising

Low barrier to Entry

• No special software or 
hardware requirements

• Platform independent

• Open access

• Autonomous

• FREE

Components of Success

Photo: Cape Verdean Loggerhead 
(Lucy Hawkes)
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Satellite Tracking and 
Analysis Tool

• Data Retrieval

• Data back-up

• QA/QC Protocols

• Data Filtering and 
Analyses

• Map Creation

• Remote Sensing

• Education and Outreach 

• Collaboration

A Comprehensive System for Managing Satellite 
Tracking Data

Photo: Ivory Gull (Adrian Aebischer)
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Offsite
Backup

SEATURTLE.ORG
E-mail

Notification
Maps Updated

1430 uplinks read from ARGOS for last 9 days.
41 new uplinks were added to the database.
2 modified uplinks were replaced in the database.
! !
Total processing time: 27 secs

New Data Summary:
Tag    Total  3  2  1  0  A  B  Z  -
75966     2   0  0  0  0  0  0  0  2
75967     2   0  1  0  0  0  1  0  0
75968     3   0  0  0  0  0  1  0  2
75970     1   0  0  0  0  0  0  1  0
75973     1   0  0  0  0  1  0  0  0
75974     5   0  0  0  0  0  0  0  5
75975     1   0  0  0  0  0  0  0  1
77171     2   0  0  1  0  0  0  0  1
80620     1   0  0  0  0  0  0  0  1
82836     5   0  0  0  0  0  1  0  4
82839     5   1  0  1  1  0  0  0  2
82840     2   0  0  0  0  0  2  0  0
82843     1   0  0  1  0  0  0  0  0
82844     2   0  0  1  0  1  0  0  0
85274     4   0  0  0  0  0  2  0  2
85275     4   0  0  0  0  1  2  0  1

E-mail
Summary

>200 Programs
823 live data streams

Argos

Photo: Greater Shearwater 
(Zach Swaim)
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Do You Know Where 
Your Data Are?

“reliable OFF-ISLAND back-up for data  (e.g. 
the "national hurricane plan" was for government 
documents to be archived at the National 
Archives, which got twelve feet of flooding during 
Ivan -- the rest of the “plan” was worse... )”

Janice Blumenthal
Cayman Island Dept of Environment

and Marine Turtle Research Group
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Integrated Remote Sensing

Sea Surface Temperature Vegetation Index Chlorophyll

Ocean Currents
&

Bathymetry
Ocean Winds Sea Surface Height
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Depth 5003 m

Sea Surface Heigh 13 cm

Sea Surface Temperature 20.1° C

Chlorophyll 0.16 mg/m3
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Maptool

http://www.seaturtle.org/maptool/

Coyne MS, Godley BJ (2005) Satellite Tracking and Analysis Tool (STAT): an 
integrated system for archiving, analyzing and mapping animal tracking 

data. Mar Ecol Prog Ser 301:1-7

Track courtesy Mote Marine Lab
http://www.seaturtle.org/tracking/index.shtml?tag_id=72443
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Maptool

http://www.seaturtle.org/maptool/

Coyne MS, Godley BJ (2005) Satellite Tracking and Analysis Tool (STAT): an 
integrated system for archiving, analyzing and mapping animal tracking 

data. Mar Ecol Prog Ser 301:1-7

Track courtesy Mote Marine Lab
http://www.seaturtle.org/tracking/index.shtml?tag_id=72443

15

http://www.seaturtle.org/strand/
http://www.seaturtle.org/strand/
http://www.int-res.com/abstracts/meps/v301/feature/
http://www.int-res.com/abstracts/meps/v301/feature/
http://www.int-res.com/abstracts/meps/v301/feature/
http://www.int-res.com/abstracts/meps/v301/feature/
http://www.int-res.com/abstracts/meps/v301/feature/
http://www.int-res.com/abstracts/meps/v301/feature/
http://www.seaturtle.org/tracking/index.shtml?tag_id=72443
http://www.seaturtle.org/tracking/index.shtml?tag_id=72443


16



Google Earth 5.0
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http://www.seaturtle.org/tracking/explorer/
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http://www.seaturtle.org/strand/
http://www.seaturtle.org/strand/


Education
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Adoption Program
More than 2,800 adoptions to date
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Does it work?
Compelling Tools

• Save time

• Save money

• User-friendly

• Power tools

• Collaboration

• Education & Outreach

• Fund raising

Low barrier to Entry

• No special software or 
hardware requirements

• Platform independent

• Open access

• Autonomous

• FREE
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Measures of Success
>200 Argos programs
270 tracking projects
>5,100 animal tracks
>1,650 public tracks
>2.4 million locations

270,000 web hits per month
47 peer-reviewed publications

100s of press articles

Sea Turtles (1883)
Black Turtle
Flatback Turtle
Green Turtle
Hawksbill
Kemp's Ridley
Leatherback
Loggerhead
Olive ridley
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Birds (1467 - 65 species)
Adelie Penguin
Bald Eagle
Bar-Headed Goose
Barnacle Goose
Barrow's Goldeneye
Bearded Vulture
Black Scoter
Black-bellied Whistling Duck
Black-casqued Hornbill
Black-footed Albatross
Bonelli's Eagle
Common Eider
Common Loon
Common Murre
Cory's Shearwater
Crowned Solitary Eagle
Egyptian Vulture
Eleonora's Falcon
Eurasian Wigeon
European Wigeon
Fulvous Whistling Duck
Gadwall
Galapagos Petrel
Garganey
Golden Eagle
Great Bustard

Great Cormorant
Greater Shearwater
Great-Winged Petrel
Harpy Eagle
Hawaiian Petrel, Dark-rumped 
Petrel
Herring Gull
Ivory Gull
King Penguin
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Lesser Flamingo
Little Penguin
Long-Tailed Duck
Magellanic Penguin
Mallard
Marbled Godwit
Montagu's Harrier
Northern Gannet
Pale-Footed Shearwater
Peregrine Falcon
Pink-Footed Shearwater
Razorbill
Red Kite
Red-crested Pochard
Rockhopper Penguin
Rosy-billed Pochard
Short-eared Owl

Measures of Success

Photo: Albatross
(David Hyrenbach)

Marine Mammals (301 - 12 species)
Atlantic Gray Seal
Australian Sea Lion
Bottlenose Dolphin
Common Porpoise
Dugong
Harbor Seal
Harp Seal
Northern Fur Seal
Steller Sea Lion

Sharks (52 - 4 species)
Blue Shark
Shortfin Mako
Whale Shark
White Shark
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Photo: Australian Sea Lion
(Aaron Machado, Project Dophlin Safe)

WildlifeTracking.org
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PartnersAcuario de Veracruz
Adelie Penguins
AFSC-NMML-AEG
Albatross Conservation Collaborative
Albatross South Georgia
American Museum of Natural History
American Samoa
Aquarium La Rochelle
Aquarium of the Pacific
ARCHELON
Asso Chene
Atlantic Seaduck Project
Bangladesh Sea Turtle Satellite Tracking Project
Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge
Biomarine International
Birds of Prey Northwest
BONAIRE TURTLE TRACKING PROGRAM
Bowen Turtle Collaboration
Caribbean Conservation Corporation
Caribbean Hawksbills - Mexico
Center for Conservation Biology
Centre for Animal Movement Research at Lund Univ
Centre for Ecology & Hydrology
Charles Darwin University
Chisholm Institute
Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes' Wildlife Program
Keewaydin Island Turtle Tracking Project
Conservation Biology, University of Berne, Switzerland
Crab Island Flatback Sea Turtle Research Project
CVA Eco Beach, WA- Flatback Monitoring Program
DFO Strait of Georgia Ecosystem Research Initiative
Dirección Nacional de Recursos Acuáticos
Dubai Turtle Rehabilitation / Release Project
Duke University Marine Laboratory
Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance
Dutch Montagu's Harrier Foundation
Earthwatch Institute
Egyptian Vulture Feeding Resources
Environment Canada - Atlantic and Québec Regions
Environment Society of Oman
Oman Ministry of Regional Municipalities
Estacion Biologica Terra Natura
Fisheries Bycatch Research Group
Flatback turtles: Cape Domett, Western Australia
Florida Cooperative Fish & Wildlife Research Unit
French National Centre for Scientific Research
Fur seal, pelagic shark and seabird tracking
Gabon Olive Ridley Program
Galapagos Petrel 2009
Georgia Department of Natural Resources
Georgia Sea Turtle Center
GHD, Xstrata and DERM nesting flatback monitoring
Grand Manan Whale and Seabird Research Station
Great Bustards in Aragon (NE Spain)
Grey Faced Petrel Programme
Groupe de Recherche en Ecologie Arctique
Grupo de trabajo para la tortuga carey (Mexico)
Grupo Tortuguero
Grupo Tortuguero Tracking Project
Gumbo Limbo Nature Center Sea Turtle Research

Hong Kong SAR
International Wildlife Consultants (UK) Ltd
Islameta Group, Dept. of Biology - University of Pisa
James Cook University
Juvenile northern royal albatross
Karen Beasley Sea Turtle Rescue and Rehab Center
Karumbe
Kelly Tarltons Marine Turtle Rehabilitation Project
Large Pelagics Research Center, UNH
Louisiana Marine Mammal & Sea Turtle Rescue Program
LSU Gadwalls
Maret Island Marine Turtle Study
Marine Research Foundation - Marine Turtle Programme
Marine Turtle Conservation and Monitoring, Palau
Marine Turtle Research Group
Marion Island Wanderers & Winds
Max-Planck Institute for Ornithology
MCS-Seychelles
Mediterranean Association to Save the Sea Turtles
Migration and foraging ecology of Greater Shearwater
Monterey Bay Aquarium
Mote Center for Shark Research
Mote Marine Laboratory
Movements of Sea Turtles Released from Gillnets
Murdoch University - Biological Sciences and Biotech
Murre Tracking
National Aquarium in Baltimore
National Environmental Research Institute, Denmark
National Marine Life Center
NC Aquariums
Neonate tracking project--RSMAS, FAU
New England Aquarium
Ningaloo Turtle Program
NMFS Beaufort In-Water Sea Turtle Research
NMFS National Marine Mammal Lab
NMFS Office of Protected Resources
NOAA Cetacean and Sea Turtle Team, Beaufort, NC
NOAA Southwest Fisheries Science Center
North Australian Indigenous Land & Sea Management
North Carolina Aquarium at Pine Knoll Shores
Northern Gannets
Northern Territory Turtle Tracking, Australia
NT Crocodile Tracking
Observatorio Ambiental Granadilla
Ocean Research Institute (Hatase)
Pacific Procellariid Research Consortium
Padre Island National Seashore Kemp's Ridley Tracking
Pechora Barnacle Goose Project 2004/5
Pink-footed Shearwater Tracking
PRETOMA and Turtle Island Restoration Network
Programa para Protección de Tortugas Marinas
Projeto Tamar-Ibama
Proyecto Aegina

Pyrenean Bearded Vultures
Sea Turtle Research and Conservation of Argentina
Riverhead Foundation
Sarasota Dolphin
SCDNR Marine Turtle Conservation Program
Scott Reef Green Turtle Monitoring Programme
Sea Turtle Foundation: The Australian Geographic Turtle Race
Sea Turtles Conservation Program UJTL-Caribbean Colombian
SEATURTLE.ORG Animal Tracking Program
Seychelles Hawksbill Tracking
Singapore Sea Turtle Satellite Tracking Project
Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute
Snow Goose Project
South Carolina Aquarium Sea Turtle Rescue Program
South Carolina Marine Resources Research Institute
South Coast Purse Seine Managed Fishery By-catch Mitigation
Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn
Suivi 2007 CESTMED
TALCIN (Hays, FG, Suriname)
TALCIN Eckert
TAMUG Sea Turtle and Fisheries Ecology Research Lab
TAMUG Seals
Terengganu Turtle Conservation
Texas A&M University at Galveston
Tracking of penguins at sea
Tree Foundation
Turtle Group at Swansea University
Udayana University - WWF Joint Program
UFL Wading Bird Research Group
Undersea Explorer green turtle tracking project
Universidad del Mar
Universidade Federal Rural de Pernambuco
University of Bangor
University of British Columbia-Marine Mammal Researh Unit
University of Hawaii at Hilo
University of Queensland
UPR Mona Island Hawksbill Turtle Tracking Program
USAKA Turtle Release Program
USGS Greater Everglades Sea Turtles
USGS Patuxent - Long-tailed Duck
VIMS Sea Turtle Research Program
Virginia Aquarium Stranding Response Program
WCS - Ocean Giants Program
Western Australian Sea Turtle Satellite Tracking Project
Western Washington University
Wheatstone Turtle Studies
Wildlife Institute of India
Wood Stork Tracking Program
Woodside Browse Turtle Studies
WWF
WWF Australia
WWF Emirates
WWF Indonesia Sea Turtle Satellite Tracking Project
WWF Italy's Sea Turtle Network
WWF-Gabon
WWF-Malaysia
WWF/KWS Kenya Integrated Sea Turtle Conservation Program
Zoomarine - Mundo Aquático SA
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Thank You!
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