
PIT (Passive Integrated Transponder) Tags:
Some information and advice

Two main systems:

Trovan
Widely used in Europe and Africa 
Scanners can store tag numbers in 
memory and download to computer

:Reader read AVID tags

http://www.trovan.com/

Drawback cannot 

Destron-Fearing  (AVID)
Widely used in North America
Scanner can also read
Trovan tags

: not all
scanners can store 
numbers in memory

http://destronfearing.com/

Drawback

Tagging/Scanning locations:

Leatherback  Turtles

WE RECOMMEND
Sites  include shoulder and top of neck 

: INJECTION into the turtle’s right shoulder 
muscle

SCAN both
shoulders and top
of neck for tags

Hard Shelled Turtles

WE RECOMMEND

Sites vary, and include mid-flipper, shoulder, rear flipper, and 
occasionally in the plastron ( )

: INJECTION into the triceps muscle complex 
of the turtle’s left shoulder. 

SCAN front
flippers 
and
shoulders
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